
A more senior curator once told me that the 
role of a curator is to be the conscience 
of the institution. This role  involves being 
simultaneously realistic and idealistic, 
maintaining a balance between the spirit of 
art and artists and the limitations and needs 
of the bureaucracy. However, It may be a false 
assumption that these institutions are necessary 
to support and present the outcomes of art 
practice, and I would argue that part of being 
an idealist is questioning and problematizing 
the foundations of the system. The aphorism “all 
things in moderation” ignores that even too much 
moderation is an extreme. 

The independent curator or artist organizing 
a curatorial project works with institutions 
in a different way. They stay on the outside of 
institutions even when they are brought in 
for short-term projects. They are imbalanced 
mediators that focus more on the spirit of the 
artwork and the support of the artist, because 
they are not beholden to the institution and their 
jobs are not at stake. They are extreme mediators 
or middlemen with an agenda. 

Joseph del Pesco, curator

First of all, working mainly as an artist 
in a collective, now turning into a kind of 
“intermediaries”, I actually don’t feel at all like a 
heroic MEDIATOR who has already won the big game, 
more like one of those avatars in a computer game, 
just started in Level one with one life left. But 
this is the second exhibition where we “invited” 
colleagues to exhibit with us – I read that Obrist 
did more than 40, so maybe I feel more a mediator 
after this one…Being a interlocutor seems, on the 
other hand, too nice, as if there is not really an 
idea behind. It is actually quite funny what curator 
means, I quite understand why they look for new 
words (cannot explain it in English, but You know 
probably what it usually meant) For us I would say 
it is quite easy, it is more the interest in people 
who seem to have similar or controversial ideas 
on a topic which interests us and, as “artists” it 
is more about having an idea for an exhibition 
and inviting other artists who hopefully have an 
interest to participate and if they say “yes” having 
the possibility to have a good time with those 
people. I actually don’t get the point of the guys 
(with these delays and diversions and Rancieres 
inbetweenness-shit, its too late), but maybe, with 
some more exhibitions, as an “intermediary”, You 
can get easily mainly in questioning why You should 
do exhibitions and what is Your role, which can 
also be interesting, but that is not our point right 
now. Or maybe Yes, a bit, I don’t know its too late.

Clemens Leuschner, artist
artist vs curator/curator vs artist is an ongoing collaborative project by miriam kathrein, please visit www.curartist.com
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