
I Don’t Know Passes 1-6

The project came about as a way to open up the way I create some of the sounds I make. Most often they are the result of some rattling I hear in my head and later attach to a medium of some sort and layer other rhythms and melodies on top of. 

With this series, I wanted to jump into the ocean and bring in the unknown influence of others I know. I asked a few people the same 5 open-ended questions and took from their responses tone, meter and what-not. The most common phrase happened to be “I don’t know.” Following that were the usual “ums” and “urs” that we all use to fill the spaces.

Being that I’ve played improv to varying degrees for over 10 years, I was very comfortable with the phrase “I don’t know,” so set about to wrap those honest and powerful words up in a blanket of melody blocks and rhythms that appeared to me when I held the interviewees collective thoughts in my mind.

Bio

1976 (?) Dug the cheese-bag groove of the Baldwin Fun Machine as a child of the 70’s. I still want to kiss every drum machine/keyboard combo I meet

1986-90 Provided sound/played sax + keyboards in college bands The Chronics and Scooter Einstein

1988 began recording my own compositions, mostly layered rhythms on drum machines. This process never stops.

1989 First commissioned piece: Planetarium for the San Antonio College Planetarium

1990s Recordings, performances and collaborations with Austin, Tx musicians in Little Monkey Venus and 2 Toed Sloth

2001 Joined what was eventually dubbed Ray Talley Dancers - will play this music until the sun stops.

2002 - 2006 Compositions for online learning courseware.

2003 Unreleased compositions for a selection of paintings by Shelton Walsmith

2009 Multi-channel composition for installation heralding the end of analog television

2009 Soundtrack collaboration with Raphael Umscheid for Winter, a film by Alexander Boxerbaum

2009 Ray Talley Dancers compose pieces for a series of paintings by Raphael Umscheid

2009 - 2010 The I Don’t Know Series featured here

2010 Remix and layer Ray Talley Dancers improvs to accompany a novella by Claire Donato

http://sleepye.com
http://raytalleydancers.com

